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I Read the following messages between Rika and Sam.

Choose the best answer (A, B, C, or D) for each question.

©  Hi Sam! Are you free this weekend?
- i want to go hiking at Mt. Takao on
- Sunday. I've never been there before,
and | heard it's a good place o see
the autumn leaves. Do you want
to come with me?

Let’s take the train from Shinjuku

- Station. We can meet there at 900
a.m. The train ride takes about one
hour. Don't forget to bring water
and wear good shoes. We'll walk
alot!

Yes, please, There are some shops
¢ near the top of the mountain, but
. it's better to bring something. I'll
make rice balls and bring some frui
. We can eat together,

Questions

1. What does Rika want to do this weekend?
A. Go shopping
B. Go hiking
C. Visit a museum

D. Watch a movie

2. Why does Rika want to go to Mt. Takao?
A. She knows the area well.
B. She wants to practice English.
C. She wants to see the autumn leaves.

D. She lives nearby.



3. Where will Rika and Sam meet?
A. At Mt, Takao Station
B. In front of Sam's house
C. Atapark
D, At Shinjuku Station

4. What will Rika bring for lunch?
A. Sandwiches
B. Noodles
C. Rice balls and fruit
D. Hamburgers

5. What will Sam bring?
A. Water
B. Shoes
C. Snacks

D. A camera



II Read the following “Library News”, and answer the questions.

Library News - Important Information

From October 1, our school library will be open longer on weekdays. You can now visit the
library from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday to Friday. On Saturdays, it will open from 9:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. and will be closed on Sundays and holidays.

Students can borrow up to five books at one time. Books must be returned within

| RenEwAL
| MACHINE

two weeks. If you want to keep a book longer, please use the renewal machine near

the entrance.

We are also planning a book fair next month, and we need some student

volunteers. If you are interested, please tallk to Ms. Shirotori at the counter,

Questions

1. When does the library open on Saturdays?
A.8:00am. B.8:30am. C. 9:00 a.m. D. 1:00 p.m.

2. What is the latest time students can use the library on weekdays?
A.6:00 pm. B.5:00 p.m: C.430pm.  D. 1:00 pm.

3. What should students do to keep a book longer?
"A. Ask a friend
B. Use the renewal machine
C. Talk to the principal
D, Write their name in the book

4. How many books can students borrow at one time?

A. Two B. Three C. Five D. Ten

5. Who should students talk to about volunteering?
A. Their teachers
B. The librarian
C. Their friends
D. The principal
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My aunt arrived here ( ) Monday morning.

T at 4 in 7 on I to

2.888K, AZ2OFCHEARBLITESE L T bRk,

Suddenly I was ( ) in a friendly way by a foreigner on the bus.

7 being spoken A4 spoken 7 speaking . spoken to

LHIIAYDZ L EE ST AT AN, BOMAB-> T,

He ( ) tefling the truth, His story doesn't make sense.

7 can’t be 4 must be 7 is _ L shouldn’t

4. FAOFFEORAEF L Bo e}, Eok MLV AL o7,

The woman { ) I thought was my English teacher turned out to be a complete stranger.

T whom 4 who v whose I which

S5 BRTE CHTERVLEZLFDHL2S LIELAR, Yook Buitidi,

i( ) you somewhere before, but I cannot remember where.

7 may have met 4 may met Y7 may meet I might meet
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* Did you enjoy the school trip?
: What did you like the most?
! Yes, it was really fun.

: The boat ride on the lake. It was beautiful!

: F'went to the zoo with my family.
{ What did you do last weekend?
: That sounds fun. Did you see the pandas?

! Yes, they were very cute!

! OK, let's take a look.
: Sure. What subject is it?
: It's English. T don't understand this part.

! Can you help me with my homework?

* Would you like anything to drink?
! Yes, I'll have the chicken sandwich, please.
¢ Are you ready to order?

: Just water, thank you.

: Did you finish the group project?

* Thanks, I might ask you later.

! Let me know if you need help.

! Not yet. I'm going to work on it tonight.

HECEZL XN,
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1. MFH. BRCHEICAI2BWELE,

I (Nara, fed, deer, in, the) yesterday.

2. COELIKELIERXAID I TH?

(there, a, around, gift, here, is, shop) ?

3. ERAAIAY Y kit S35 3l vwoeds»?

(get, 1, how, do, to, Tokyo Skytree) ?

4, BHEA I BRRENCEIELE Ui,

{(train, an, arrived, hour, the, late) .

5. HEXR X 9okt

(smaller, than, was, the, expected, I, room) .
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Staff: Good afternoon. Welcome o Sky Airlines. May I see your ticket and passport,

please?

Passenger: Sure. it ¥H %,

Staff: Thank you. [ 1 ]

Passenger:  Yes, just this cne.

Staft: OK. Please put your bag on the scale.

Passenger:  All right,

Staff: [ 2 ]Yourseatis 14A, a window seat.
Passenger: Great, thank you. What time does the boarding start?
Staff: 1t starts at 4:20 PM at Gate 7.

Passenger: OK, (@ I'll be there on time.
Staff: [ 3 ]

Passenger:  Thank you very much. This is my first time flying alone.
Staff: [ 4 1

(1) XD [1]~ [4] i A BB R R, UTH BT, SECEIRI W,
7 Here is your boarding pass.
4 Do you have any luggage to check in?
7 Don't worry. Please enjoy the flight.

<. Make sure you are there.

(R12) THHOR you % VT 3EEOEIIC, THREQUEHATFRCE LA I Vv,

15N

(F3) SFOABI RT3 L5, EMCRDELLELEF, RFTEART W,
At the Sky Airlines check-in counter, a passenger ( 1 ) his ticket and passport. He had one bag to
check in and was assigned seat 14A, a window seat. The staff informed him that boarding would
begin at 4:20 PM at Gate 7. Since it was his first time flying alone, he felt a bit ( 2 ), but the staff
was { 3 ) and wished him an enjoyable flight.

(1) A. carried B. sent C. presented
(2) A. hungry B. nervous C. bored
(3) A.busy B. friendly C. angry
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Kenji is a university student in Japan. During his spring vacation, he visited Perth, a city on the
west coast of Australia. He traveled alone, but he joined a local tour group to explore the city and
nearby nature.

On his first morning in Perth, Kenji went to Kings Park. The park was very large and full of
native Australian plants and trees. From the top of the hill, he had a clear view of the Swan River
and the tall buildings of the city. He took many photos of flowers and the view. A guide told the
group about the history of the park and explained the names of some plants,

- In the afternoon, the group visited Cottesloe Beach. The sand was white, and the water was clear
and blue. Some people in the group swam, but Kenji just walked along the beach and took pictures.
He also tried "fish and chips" at a local shop. It was delicious, He sat under a tree and enjoyed the
sea breeze.

The next day, they took a short boat trip to Rottnest Island. On the island, they rented bicycles
and cycled along the coast. Kenji was very excited to see quokkas, small animals that live only in
Western Australia. The quokkas were friendly and not afraid of people.

At lunchtime, they ate sandwiches and fruit at a picnic area. A guide told them not to feed the
animals. In the afternoon, they visited a lighthouse and enjoyed the view of the ocean. The weather
was sunny, but not too hot. .

That evening, back in Perth, Kenji visited a night market. There were many food stalls and
handmade goods. He bought a small boomerang as a souvenir. He also tried kangaroo meat, which
he had never eaten before. It tasted a bit like beef, but different.

Before going to bed, Kenji wrote in his travel journal. He wrote, "Perth is quiet but full of nature

and friendly people. I want to visit Australia again and explore more places.”

D XOBoBEZ L TRMENLDDE, T~hd DR, B8 ELEI W,

1. Why did Kenji visit Perth?

7 To meet a friend there
4 To join a business trip
¥ To explore nature and the city

. To study English at a school




2. What did Kenji eat at the beach?

7 Sandwiches
4 Hamburgers
7 Curry

L Fish and chips

3. What animal did Kenji see on Rottnest Island?

7 anational symbol of Australia
4 the most popular animal in Australia
%7 asmall animal that lives only in western Australia

I an animal that lives in water

4. What did the guide tell them not to do?

7 Give food to the animals
4 Go into the lighthouse
7 Take photos of animals

X Swim in the ocean

5. What did Kenji buy at the night market?

7 A small painting
4 A postcard
¥ A boomerang

X A t-shirt



[# 2] (BELZEKenji &, KAD Kyoko & DEER)
Kyoko: Hey Kenji! Welcome back! How was your trip to ( D )?

Kenji:  Hi Kyoko! Thanks. It was amazing. I went to Perth during spring vacation.

Kyoko: Oh, nice! Did you go with your friends?

Kenji:  No, I went (@), but I joined a tour group there.

Kyoko: What places did you visit?
Kenji: On the first day, we went to Kings Park. It was huge and full of Australian plants. The
(@) of the city and Swan River was beautiful.

Kyoko: Sounds great! What did you do in the afternoon?

Kenji:  We went to Cottesloe Beach. I didn't swim, but I walked along the beach and tried fish
and chips. It was really tasty.

Kyoko: Yum! Did you go anywhere else?

Kenji:  Yes, the next day we went to Rottnest Island. We rode bikes and saw quokkas. They

were so cute and ( @®). 1 even took a selfie with one.

Kyoko: Wow! I've seen pictures of quokkas online. I want to meet one too!

Kenji:  You should! After that, we had lunch at a picnic area and visited a lighthouse.
Kycko: Did you buy any souvenirs?

Kenji: . Yes, at a night market in Perth, and I tried kangaroo meat.

Kyoko: Kangarco meat!? How did it taste?

Kenji: A little like beef, but (® ). It was interesting!

Kyoke: Sounds like you had a great time, Do you want to go back?

Kenji:  Definitely. Perth was peaceful, and the people were really kind. I want to see more of

Australia next time.

@2H(D)~(O)HicRDBEYREL, [EX 11OPFrLEELLCHELL IV,

(FBINEKDUBENDOHNBEE>THRITT, o T RITF2EX T X v,

1. Kenji went to Perth with two friends.

2. He took a photo with a quokka.

3. 1t was rainy when they visited the island.

4. Kenji ate kangaroo meat at the night market.

5. Kenji wants to visit Australia again.

#bb)
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1 I fed the deer in Nara yesterday.

2 Is there a gift shop around here?

3 How do I get to Tokyo Skytree?

\Y%
4 | The train arrived an hour late.
5 The room was smaller than I expected..
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O | Here you are.
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I Read the notice below and answer the following questions.
Choose the best answer (A, B, C, or D).

| bulletm board by May1

Questions:

1. What is this notice about?
A. A school trip
B. A volunteer activity
C. A classroom event

D. A sports festival



2. Where will the volunteers meet?
A. In the hallway
B. At the front gate
C. In the gym

D, In the classroom

3. What should the volunteers wear?
A.. School uniform
B. Hats and gloves
C. Comfortable clothes and shoes

D. Cleaning masks

4, When will the group photo be taken?
A. Before the event |
B. During lunch
C. At the end
D. On May 15

5. What should students do by May 15 if they want to join?
A. Tell the teacher
B. Call the office
C. Bring cleaning tools

D. Write their name on the list



1II Read the notice and the messages belween two students. Then answer the following questions.
Choose the best answer (A, B, C, or D).

ENGLISH
SPEECH CONTEST

Date: Saturday, July 13
Time: 1:00 p.m. -4:00 p.m.
School Hail (3rd Floor)
Theme: "What | Want to Do in
the Future”

Entry: Opentoall istand
. 2nd-year students
Apply by: July 5 (Friday)
Send your name, grade,
and speech title to
speech@school.jp
Prizes for the top 3 speakers!

(> [Messages between Yuka and Haruki]
Yuka:

Hi Haruki! Did you see the poster about the speech contest?

Haruki:

Yes! I'm thinking about joining, T already have an idea for my topic.

Yuka:
That's great! What's your theme?

Haruki:

it's about becoming a game designer. I've wanted to make games since | was a kid.

Yitka:

Nice! I'm still not sure... I like English, but speaking in front of people is scary.



Haruki:
You're good at English! I think you should try. There ate prizes too!

Yuka:

Hmm... maybe. Oh, do we need to send an email to join?

Haruki:
Yeah, before Fuly 5. Don't forget!

Questions:

1. What is the theme of thé speech contest?
A. My favorite English word
B. How to study English
C. What I want to do in the future

D. How to become a teacher

2. Who can join the contest?
A. Only lst-year students
B. All students
C. Only 3rd-year students
D. 1st and 2nd-year students

3. What is Haruki's speech about?
A. English study
B. Being a teacher
C. His fisture dream

D. Public speaking

4. Why is Yuka not sure about ioining?
A. Because she doesn't like the topic.
B. Because she is aftaid of speaking in front of people.
C. Because she cannot write in English.

D. Because she forgot the deadline.



5. What must students do by July 57
A. Write the full speech
B. Practice with a teacher
C. Go to the 3rd floor
D. Send an email to apply



I 525hHAXORKIL RS Xk, 7T~ bRbBET IEBENEEY, B8 8
R T\,

L AADEE R Ao & B, HERITIBE>ThE L,
When I entered the classroom, the class ( ) already started.

7 has 4 was 7 had I s

2. i X { HREHK Y vy h—Z2 LET,
He usually ( ) soccer on Sundays.

7 play 4 played 7 plays I is playing

3. BN AORICH Y £,
Tokyo is { ) the east of Japan.
7 in 4 at Y to I on

4, b LEGENFEE L, b4 <K 0B%2KT 50T,
If I( ) English, I could travel to more countries.

7 spoke 4 speak ¥ have spoken I speaks

S WM BEEMERI LI EE- 7,
He cooked dinner ( } listening to music,

7 by 4 while v for I during
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' OK! Let me check my schedule and get back to you.
' That sounds interesting. Where is it?
* Al the city museum, There's a special event on Sunday.

* Would you like to go fo the art exhibition this weekend?

* It's now due next Monday instead of this Friday.

! Really? Is it later or earlier now?

* Yes, she changed the deadline for the homework.

! Did you see the new message from our teacher?

: How did you like the speech contest yesterday?

! Yes, I wanted to go, but I couldn't.
! Oh, I see. I thought you were interested in it.

: 1 didn't go. I had to help my litile brother.

! Well, the ending surprised me.

! What did you think of the movie?
: I know! I didn't expect that at all.
! Yeah, it was better than I thought,

: No. She left hers at my house yesterday.
: Did you buy it for your friend?
: One is for me, and the other is for my friend.

* Why are you carrying two umbrelias?

AETEZIRI WV,



V 5200 HERLEIIRERCEKICA S L3I0 ( RNOEEHRE~P L, 1-5D
WY FRTERLAEI Y, hf, BEE ORFT T eTEEXR IV,

1 fERFEAOEDIHBRHEL T T,

He (for, practices, e\..fery, the, day) match.

2. 2oOMIFHDINX b FoRWTT,

This (is, much, river, that, longer, than) one.

3. HIEE 0)&\ ﬁﬁﬁs‘f{: < _(!.(/\J[;%b i L/f‘:a
1t (a, last, lot, night, rained).

4, WIIIP R - P Tc—RR DA TH

He is (person, 1, met, the, ever, kindest, have).

5. MARKECIICTELIITEL £,

She (to, me, with, a, smile, spoke).
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Traveler: Excuse me, could you tell me which train goes to Kyofo?
Station Staff: [ 1  ]Itleavesat 10:15.

Traveler: Thankyou.[ 2 ]

Station Staff:  About 45 minutes. It's a direct train, so you don't need to change trains.
Traveler: That'sgood. ] 3 ]

Station Staff:  It's 1,200 ven for adults and 600 yen for children.

Traveler: [ 4 ]

Station Staff:  Yes, you can. Just tap your card at the ticket gate.

Traveler: Perfect. [ 5 ]

Station Staff:  Yes, it's next to the waiting room.

Traveler: Thank you. I'll wait in the waiting room until the train arrives.

Station Staff:

D 3ho [1] ~ [5] WA ZBEDNEENE, BT 6BV,

You're welcome. Have a nice {tip.

7 Can T use my IC card to pay for the ticket?

4 How long does it take to get to Kyoto?

7 How much is the fare?

X Is there a restroom near Platform 3?

A Yes, take the express train from Platform 3.

HETELL IV,

(f12) £FOARICAES I H I, ROXPOER (1)~(5) KAZRLET LI O%,
ENETNT ~Thb 1 DT 2FE, BETHEIL LIV,

A traveler asked which train goes to ( 1). The staff told him to take the express train from Platform
3, leaving at ( 2 ). The trip takes about 45 minutes, and it is ( 3 ), so no train changes are needed. The
fare is 1,200 yen for adults and 600 yen for children, and travelers can pay with an (4 ) card. The

restroom near Platform 3 is next to the (5 ).

(1) 7 Osaka 4 Tokyo % Nata I Kyoto

2) 7 945 4 10:15 v 10:45 X 11:15

(3) 7 local 4 slow v direct L special

4 7 ID 4 1C v ATM € VIP

(5) 7 ticket office A4 waitingroom ¥ coffee shop X convenience store
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When T worked for a Japanese company many years ago, one lunchtime [ wanted to tell my *female
calleagues about a delicious ramen place I had recently been. The problem was, T never got to describe
 the food as they were all shocked and maybe even a little concerned when I told them [ had gone by
myself,

*As our conversation progressed, [ realised it wasn't the ramen shop's location that worried them,
I learned that, at least in the late 2000s, ramen shops had the reputation of being places where only
men went by themselves, "Are those men dangerous?" I asked. "No," they replied. "But don't you feel
uncomfortable surrounded by men?" I thought about the male customers at the shop I went to. Sure,
some were noisily eating their food, but everyone just *kept to themselves. It wasn't like I was alone
at a bar.

[ might be in the *minority, but I quite like going to places to eat by myself for a bit of "me time."
I can't order as many things, but [ can focus on what I have ordered. I don't need to think about whether
my *dining companion is enjoying their meal or not. When 1 go somewhere by myself, it's also for
research — I can seé if [ want to come back apain with others.

In Japan, some restaurant search websites allow you to search for places "good for solo dining."
This sometimes means you get less comfortable seating, What I like however, is when women ignore
that filter and dine by themselves wherever they want. One time when I was at a fine dining restaurant
with my partner, we saw an older woman happily eating multiple courses by herself. This was quite
unusual and we wondered what her story was.

In other countries, solo dining might invite unwanted conversations. But in Japan, 1 like that
everyone tends to respect other diners' spaces, especially if they're on their own. One such restaurant
where this happens is in my neighbourhood, When I first moved here, I saw an Italian restaurant with
two women working behind the counter. | started going after work and noticed that often when [ was
there, Eric Carmen’s All by Myself would start playing. 1 always found the timing of the song
*hifarious. My partner and I have since become regulars and friends with the owner.

While Eric Carmen's *power ballad is mowrnful and sad, the times I've dined alone have never felt
that way. If you think maybe there's a restaurant out there you've been dying to check out by yourself,

why not give it a g0? You might find some much needed "me time" when you're all by yourself,

female colleagues : Z¥ED R 5 As our conversation progressed ! ZREANETIC DT
kept to themselves : B OMHRCEHIICERTWE  minority : PER

dining companion : BHZ I T B/ hilarious : ZEL W

powert ballad ! 7 v Z TDREH T —F



<t #i>Samantha Loong, Is it strange to eat by yourself?
The Japan Times Alpha, July 11, 2025

1) XOMVWOFELL LTELEYRDbOR, T~k b | 2FY, BB TELLRI W,

(1) Why were the writer's female colleagues shocked?
7 Because the ramen shop was located in a dangerous part of town.
4 Because the writer went to the ramen shop alone,
7 Because the writer often ate ramen every day.

I Because the ramen shop was very expensive.

(2) What did the writer realize about ramen shops in the late 2000s? *realize * &30 L
7 They were considered a place where mainly men ate by themselves.
4 They were usually noisy and unsafe, like bars.
%7 They were thought of as special restaurants for couples.

I They were not popular because the food was low quality.

(3) What is one benefit the writer feels about dining alone? *benefit : |
7 They can order a wide variety of dishes at once.
4 They always get cheaper prices when they eat alone.
7 They can concentrate on their own meal without worrying about others.

I They can talk freely with strangers sitling nearby.

(4) What does the writer like about solo dining in Japan compared to other countries?
7 Customers in Japan often talk to solo diners to make them feet welconte.
A Restaurants in Japan always provide more comfortable seating for solo diners.
7 Solo dining in Japan is safér because men do not go there.

. People usually respect personal space and do not disturb solo diners.

(5) What does the writer suggest at the end of the passage?
7 People should avoid dining alone because it feels lonely.
4 People should try eating alone if they want to enjoy some personal time.
%7 People should always eat at home instead of going to restaurants.

I People sheuld listen to sad music when eating alone,



(f12) ZDEXERAT Kyoko HETO X ) BEEPEX E Lk, ER(1)~(5)IKALE
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Some people enjoy'( 1 ), but I think women should avoid dining out by themselves. First, there
isa( 2 ). Although Japan is generally safe, women alone may still face unwanted attention or
harassment, especially at night. Second, (3 ) women who eat alone. Even if this is slowly
changing, some people may still think it is strange or lonely. Finally, eating together with friends or
family is an important way toshare { 4 ) relationships. For{ 5 ), I believe women should

not dine alone in restaurants,

7 safety concern

4 eating alone

7 experiences and strengthen
. society sometimes judges

o these reasons

by
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L | He practices every day for the match.

2 | This river is much longer than that one.

Vi 3| Itrained alot last night.

4 | Heis the kindest person I have ever met,

5| She spoke to me with a smile.
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T Read the notice below and answer the following questions.

Choose the best answer (A, B, C, or D).

:'loca hlid.ren s hospltals

Questions:

1. What kind of event is this?
A. A concert
B. A cleaning day
C. A sports festival
D. A bazaar



2. What time does the event finish?
A, At 10:00 a.m.
B. At 12:00 p.m.
C. At 2:00 p.m.
D. At 4:00 p.m.

3. Which of the following can you buy at the bazaar?
A. New clothes
B. Electronics
C. Second-hand clothes

D. Train tickets

4. What should visitors bring?
A, Coupons
B. Coins and small bills
C. Credit cards |
D. Uniforms

5. Where will the money go?
A. To buy school books
B. To the teachers' fund
C. To local hospitals

D. To the student council -




i

II Read the notice and the messages between two students. Then answer the following questions.
Choose the best answer (A, B, C, or D).

@WEEKEND
._,_..-;-.'.';VOLUNTEER
CEVENT

- Date :-'Saturday, Juty 20
‘Tm@;ﬁQOOamgdzoOpm
s P_!éc_e:‘; - River Park (meet at school'f'
S -QQ_gateatBBOam) '

a5 Let 3 clean the r:verside together
and heip naturel :

_ What to brmg. _
. Hat RIS
e Water bottle
- e Towel R
" Gloves and trash bags wail be prowded o
' VFree drinks wili be given : after the event.

Ssgn up by July 17 Mednesday)' |
at the teacher s ofﬂce B

(> [Messages between Sota and Mei)

Sota:

Hey Mei! Did you see the notice about the volunteer event next Saturday?

Mei:

Yeabh, it looks interesting! I like helping with nature activities.

Sota:
Same here. I think I'll join. We have to sign up by the 17th, right?

Mei:

Yes. I'll do that tomorrow. Do we bring gloves?



Sota:

No, the school will give us gloves and trash bags. But we need to bring our own hat and water bottle.

Mei:

Okay. I'll also take a towel. See you at the school gate that morning!

Questions:

1. What will the students do at the event?
A, Collect river water
B. Clean the rivetside
C. Plant flowers
D, Walk in the park

2. What time do students have to meet at the school gate?
A, At 8:00 am.
B. At 8:30 a.m.
C.At9:00 a.m.
D. At 12:00 p.m.

3. Which of the following do students need to bring?
A. Gloves
B. Trash bags
C. Drinks
D. A towel

4. Who will take part in the event, Mei or Sota?
A. Mei
B. Sota
C. Both of them
D. Neither of them




5. What will Mei probably do next?
A. Prepare her speech
B. Sign up for the event
C. Go to the park
D. Wash her gloves
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( )} you seen that movie yet?
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They (

)} the event next week.
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We ( ) the problem.

7 discussed

4 discussed about v talked

L spoke
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' Do you know how to get to the science building?
: Exactly. It's right next to it.
: Thanks. Is it near the library?

! Yes. Go straight, then turn ieft at the second corner.

! Did you enjoy the concert last night?
: Twent with my sister.
! Who did you go with?

* Yes! The music was amazing.

! There's a flea market in the park. Do you want to go together?
:"Not really. Why?

i Are you doing anything this Sunday?

: Sure! That sounds like fun.

: Oh, yes! T thought I lost it.
! Tt was on the chair in the library.
: Is this your umbrella?

: Thanks a lot. I've been looking for it!

} That's great. What do you usually do there?
 How often do you go to the gym?
* About three times a week.

! I run on the treadmilf and do some weight training,



V E20nEHEAXEIBIEHLEKRICAB L3 ( YNOEBEENEL» 2., 15D
WL RFER LRI v, Ik, BEE WEYTTELAXRBEI LI,

1. 20XEZE LT MAERERT A Y hHE T,

The friend (me, from, is, who, lent, the book) America.

2. b0t BOHETHIE, Bhlrdolaic,

If you had left earlier, (have, you, been, wouldn’t, late).

3. BORRHAELED LYo b KEWTT,

That (bigger, than, is, house, ours, much).

4. H o AR S b HFET B FE T,

They (are, to, leave, going) soon.

5 ZoRE, MEERAE Z LB Y T,
I (this, read, book, have, before).
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Customer:

Shop Clerk:

Customer:

Shop Clerk:

Customer:

Shop Clerk:

Customer:

Shop Clerk:

Customer:

Shop Clerk:

Customer:

Shop Clerk:

Hello. Do you have any local sweets?

[ 1
They look nice. [ 2 ]

] These rice crackers are very populat.

1's 800 yen for a small box and 1,200 yen for a large one.
[ 3
Of course. Would you like a paper bag as well?

] Could you wrap it for me?

 Yes,please.[ 4 ]

Yes, they're over there on the shelf near the door.
Great. T'll take these three postcards, too.

All right. That will be 1,500 yen in total.

Here yovare,[ 5 ]

You're welcome. Have a nice day.

(1) Ch o [1] ~ [5] K A BB A%, T2 6ET,

7 Do you also sell postcards?

4 How much is this box?

¥ Tl take the large one.

X Thank you for your help.

# Yes, we have several kinds.

HETEHELL X,

(F2) SHEOHBICAD L 31T, ROFOZEN (1)~(5) KAZRLEN b0 %,
FNEFNT ~LHhb | 2FORY, BECEIZ IV,

A customer asked if the shop had any ( 1) sweets. The clerk showed her some popular ( 2) crackers.

The price was 1,200 yen for a large box, so the customer decided to buy one and asked the clerk to

(3 ) it. She also bought three ( 4 ) from the shelf near the door. The total came to (5 ) yen.

(O
@
(3)
)
&)

7 local A4 foreign 7 spicy I salty
7 bread A4 rice 7 chocolate I nut
7 6pen A wrap 7 cook I taste
7 postcards A4 notebooks v calendars X stamps
T 1,200 4 1,300 v 1,400 = 1,500
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My friend returned from a recent trip to Tokyo with a largely empty suitcase. She'd *stowed her
things in her companions' baggage because her suitcase handles were broken.

The top handle broke on the first day of her trip. One day later, the side handle gave way {00,
Having decided to buy a new one, she asked the hotel staff how to *dispose of it.

Their answer made her change her mind.

She'd have to pay ¥2,000 for the hotel to handle it. My friend found that too expensive, so she
brought her suitcase, broken handles and all, back to Singapore to throw away. Never mind that it had
become difficult to carry arcund even with hardly anything inside.

"I knew it's not easy to find *rubbish bins in Japan," she said. "But I didn't expect to have to pay
¥2.000 to throw something away." 7

While *mulling over what to do, a horrible thought crossed her mind. She *contemplated leaving
it in a locker at the train station,

My look of horror surprised her. "Would it have been that bad?" she asked. "They can simply throw
it away with the rest of the trash."

I said her suitcase could have ended up occupying precious space in *the lost and found section,
not to mention the time and effort spent by the staff.

For many visitors to Japan, it can be difficult to understand the rules of *rubbish disposal.

First, you have to sort your trash — a practice which isn't mandatory in Singapore. Many friends
have asked me to explain the difference between *combustibles and non-combustibles.

Then there's the matter of paying to throw away *bulky items. My friends were shocked to know I
had to pay a few thousand yen to throw away a mattress When I was living in Kyoto.

In Singapore, we can get it done for free by calling the town council which manages our estate.
Some town councils impose *a quota of two bulky items per household per month. That can include
anything from a fridge to a sofa.

Unfortunately, because it's so easy to throw something away in Singapore, many people don't think
twice about buying new stuff. If we had to pay a fee, I think many Singaporeans will be more mindful
about their shopping. '

Everything comes at a cost. So before I buy something, I try to think of the effort it would take to
re-home or recycle it if [ no longer want it, Just because we don't pay a fee doesn't mean it's cost-free.
It simply means the costs are hidden and *borne by taxpayers and the environment.

The more we consume and throw away, the greater the price we pay, even if it doesn't come directly

from our pocket.



stow : Ei®IAl  dispose of ~ : ~% M T 5 rubbish bins : = I H
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the lost and found section : 18 < HU KT rubbish disposal @ Z & O ULSy
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<H88>Tan Ying Zhen, “When trash gets too much”
The Japan Times Alpha, June 27, 2025
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(1) Why did the friend return to Singapore with a broken suitcase?
7 Because she wanted to repair it there cheaply.
4 Because she'd have to pay ¥2,000 to throw it away in Japan.
7 Because the hotel staff offered to recycle it for free.

I Because it was too heavy to carry in Japan.

(2) What idea did the friend consider while thinking about her suitcase?
7 Leaving if in a station locker.
A" Selling it to another traveler.
%7 Giving it to the hotel staff as a gift.
. Sending it back to Singapore by post.

(3) Why was the writer horrified by that idea?
7 Because it would take up space in the lost and found section.
A4 Because lockers in Japan are very expensive.
¥ Because the police do not allow forcigners to use lockers.

I Because the suitcase was too farge to fit inside.

(4) What is one difference between Japan and Singapore in rubbish disposal?
7 In Japan, you can throw away bulky items for free.
4 In Singapore, people must sort burnable and non-burnable trash.
™ In Japan, sorting trash is required, uniike in Singapore.

X [n Singapore, hotels manage all garbage for visitors.



(5) What does the author say about the cost of waste?

7 It disappears if you don't see it.

4 Tt is free for everyone in all countries.

7 Even if we don't pay directly, the environment and taxpayers bear the cost.

L Itis only a problem when you travel abroad.

(F2) UTRCDOEXOEZE L KAORFETH 5, [11~[SINDEUD % IE L WEEHK
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Lisa: Karina, you won't believe what happened on my trip to Tokyo!

Karina: Oh? What's the story?

Lisa: My suitcase handles broke — first the top one, then the side handle. T decided to buy a

Karina:

Lisa:

Karina:

Lisa:

Karina:

Lisa:

Karina:

Lisa:

Karina:

Lisa:

Karina:

new one, but [ asked the hotel staff how | [ away / the old / throw / to ] one.

And what did they say?

They said it would cost ¥2,000 for them to handle it. That was too expensive, so I brought
it 2 { all / back / to /the way] Singapore, even though it was hard to carry.

Wow, ¥2,000 just to throw it away? That's surprising.

1 even thought about leaving it in a locker at the station.

Lisa! That would have been terrible. The staff would have wasted time and space in the
lost and found.

I guess you're right. Japan's rubbish rules are complicated,

Yes. In Japan you have to separate trash, like burnable and non-burnable, which we don't
do in Singapore. And throwing away 3 [ big / costs / items / money ].

Really? That's so different. In Singapore, we just call the town council, and they'll take
bulky items for fiee,

True, but because it's free, many people 4 [ about / don't / think / twice ] buying new
things. If we had to pay, we might shop more carefully.

That makes sense. So even if it feels free, the cost is still there, right?

Exactly. The environment and taxpayers pay for it, That's why I always think s [ before /

- buy / 1/ new / semething ].

#bH)
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1 The friend who lent me the book is from America.

2 | If you had left earlier, you wouldn't have been late.

That house is much bigger than ours.

4| They are going to leave soon.

5 I have read this book before.

Bt F [2] 4 [3] V | 14] 7 5] x
v R2 [ (D 7 2) 4 (3) A “ T &) -
B 4 @) 7 3) 7 0] v ) 4
[11} to throw away the old |
[2]] all the way back to
Vi

2 1131

big items costs money

[4]| don't think twice about

{511 before I buy something new




